We read with interest the comments by Mr. Cohen on our paper "Manganese Balance Studies on Infants After Operations on the Heart" and regret the confusion that led us to incorrectly ascribing the manufacture of some of the milk products used. The clinical treatments on which this study was based were commenced in 197415 and completed in 1978. Most of the samples analysed were stored frozen until analysed. It is thus probable that most of the patients studied will have been treated in the period before the supplemented milk products became available. It is not possible at this stage to say which patients may have received the supplemented product.
It is unlikely that a study conducted using supplemented milk would have led to markedly differing conclusions on the need for manganese supplementation in the surgical neonate. The ready availability of such a product will hopefully obviate the need for any further supplementation of such patients with manganese.
